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Com. B, rsoloan
Tte Valiant & Visconany Leader

our Tivuchivappalli sub-office has earned a pride of place in the chequered history of our Great edifice, State Banks’
staff Union (CC), by its significant and militant role played in protecting the rights of Members and also strengthening the

secvetary of Tiruchirappalli sub-office and towards the growth of our Union are to be etched in goloen letters.

He joined the Bank on 07.12.1078 as Clerk-typist at Anaimalai, a village branchy, 16 ks away from Pollaclyi, in Coimbatore District. He
was destined to becowe a leader was evident as emf[;q as i June 1979 when he became the Unit Secretary of the bmncb, immebiate[;g after his
confivmation in the Bank. Com. Asokan embarked upon the trade union activities with the wotto of “SERVICE TO MEMBERS” as yis ambition.

He focussed bis attention on solving the problems of the Mewbership and during the 1081 crisis in our Union he stood behind the leaders in
protecting the Union from detractors. His unflinching loyalty towards union, his approach and ovganising skills were noticed by the then leaders in
Coimbatore and b;g Sbri.T.V.Loganatban and the [egenb Late Shri V.Ganesan in Chennai. The Zonal Conference held at Bhavani in 1982 gave him
an opportunity to get inspired by the then leaders of our Union and B;g bis se[ﬂess service he became the wnanimons choice to lead in that area. When
an opportunity came his way to involve himself fully in union activities in Coimbatove area when Coimbatore Module was formed in November
1982, he politely declined the offer of Late Shyri V.Ganesan to move to Coimbatore and instead he got transferred to Tiruchivappalli Town branch. m
January 1984 he was co-opted as Uit Secretary of that branch.

His potential to lead from front gained full vecognition when he was co-opted nto the Central Committee as Organising Secretary of
Tiruchirappalli sub-office in August 1991 and subsequently as Deputy General Secretary in May 1992. From then on, he was wonlded by Late Com.
Lakshwipathy, the then Deputy General secretary of Tiruchirappalli sub-office, whose valuable advice and guidance Com.Asokan still vecalls withy
prioe every 0ay. ComLaksbmipatby's untimely death in November 1995 burdened him with full vesponsibility of carrying forward the
Timcbimppa“i wodule. The support and assistance fvom the other Sub—ofﬁce functionavies strengtbeneb him to effective[;g yun the affairs of the
union. He always fought for the canse of members with courage and conviction and used to it [ate-hours also to meet and alleviate their problems.

Tn February 1997, e was nominated as Council Member of our Federation, AISBISF vepresenting Tivuchivappalli module. During the 17
vear period, as Federation Council Member he had attended all the Council meetings and in those meetings he voiced the prob[ems of Membersbip
and he was always a sought-after speaker. Other Circle Council Members used to flock avound hiim and appreciate him for focusing the sufferings of
the Mewmbers in a candid manmer.

He has the distinction of organising mascimm number of meetings viz. Members' Meet, Centralised Meetings, Unit Secretaries Meetings,
Zonal Confevences and Module Confevences all over Timcbimppa“i Module. All the wieetings were attenoed 639 Mewmbers with zeal and enthusiasm
and weve given free and unvestricted opportunity to aiv their grievances. He conld build trust amongst the Membership by always willing to shave is
tbougbts and also [isten witb care, s;gmpatby anod Concerm. Witb (91'5 abi(it;g to call eack wember {);9 bis/{aer name, be beve{opeb rapport witb tbe
Mewbership and he was ever willing to help others with compassion and commitment. Retivement of any wewber or the visits of the General Secretary),
President of Circle Union or Federation leaders to Tivuchivappalliwere utilised by him to organise Avea/Centralised wieetings.

Com.Asokan was very close to the Membersbip and he knew most of them b,‘g nawe. Aftev conclusion of every) Mewmbers’ Meet, lavge
number of Mewmbers would surround Com. Asokan and vie with one another to talk to him and to have a pbotogmpb with him and the entire
Membevsfaip would fo“ow him till his Oeparture. Tbey all adoved Com.Asokan and these Members do not want to accept the vea[ity of his
vetivement. Com.Asokan drew evembob;g who cawe into contact with himasa magnet.

Cown.Asokan was a tue friend, philosopher and guide to the multitude of Mewmberslip. Hewas one of the fivst few persons to be contacted by
the Head Quarters at times of crisis and his valuable suggestions were put to effect by Head Quarters.

iconic non-political image of our Union. Com.Asokan's contributions during the past 22 years as Deputy General

Com. Asokan is a powerful speaker both in English and Tamil. He will enthrall and captivate the andience with eloquence and rapt
attention of the Mewmbers s the testimony. His speecb would make the Members to vise in revolt.

Com. Asokan is a voracious veader especially the Bank Civeulars and Tustructions and has in-depth knowledge about our Settlements
with Bank and TBA. He used to quote from writings of several [eading tamil scholars and his favourite quote used to be "nwijswm TZ1”.

The organising capability of Com.Asokan came to the fore when the vesponsibility of conducting the Federation Conference at
Pondicherry in February 2004 was entrusted to Tiruchirappalli sub-office by our Circle Union. The grand and elabovate arrangements made
at that time and the mposing ’panba(’ evected at the venue which conld accommodate wore than 4000 Members became the ta[k—of—tbe—town.
The co[ourfu[ procession and the s[ogans raiseo b;g the wiilitant Members reverberated tbvougbout the City of Ponbicbew,‘g and the then General
Secretary, Com.Venugopal Reddy, in the General Secretary's Report of the 32" General Council aptly recorded the success of the Conference “I
place on vecord with appreciation the magnificent performance of volunteer corps who strained their every nerve under the able and dynamic
stewardship of Shri R.Asokan, Deputy General Secretary of Tivuchivappalli Module ......

Com. Asokan’s vole n the Central Committee is highly praise-worthy. As a Centval Committee member for a period spanning over 23
vears, he has the distinction of working with all the veteran leaders who beﬁoeb him to nurture bis talents and with this experience, he mspired
the [ater entrants with his ana[;gtica[ and ski[fu( argumwents in the Central Commiittee meetings which were [eaming-expeyiences for them. He
will alwayscall ~ “aspade aSpade”. He will never hesitate to put forth his views in a crystal clear manner and effectively justify his views.
Being a disciplined soldier of the Organisation he always abided the final word of the General Secretary.

At times of Central/Circle Bipartite wieetings, Com.Asokan's ~ tips on issues confronting the employees used to be depended upon by the
Head Quarters. Duting times of agitations the strategies of Cont.Asokan have always borne fruits. His dynawic vole in organising and
implementing the programmes of agitation especially during the period of KID.Nayar for which he suffered wage cut and also during Bharat
Ouerseas Bank's 48 days’ indefinite strike was commendable.

Com. Asokan has mastered the subject of “Disciplinary Proceedings” under the guidance of Com.H.Ganapathy, our former President
and has earned aniche for himself as one of the best Defence Representatives in the Circle. He started defending unfortunate Mewmbers from the
vear 1993 and till his retivewent has handled many cases. By his deft handling of the enquiry proceedings and marshalling the facts effectively in
the Defence Representative’s brief, e has saved many innocent Members who weve unwittingly caught in the DPC web. His Defence Brief is
considered a treasure trove of the Union.

When the Tsunami struck the coastal districts of Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry in December 2004, under the captainship of
Com.Asokan, the office bearers and activists immediately rushed velief measures to the affected people in Cuddalore, Nagapattinam,
Powdicherry, Ravaikal districts. As apumanitarian gesture, bis timely assistance in the devasted areas by supply of food packets and clothes to
the needy people, braving all the 0dds received much accolades.

Com.Asokan is actively involved in social welfare through an Tnstitution, “TRUST” supporting the mentally disabled and another
Tnstitution 'SHANTHIVANAM, a howe for mentally vetarded people, run by a leading psychiatrist in Tivuchivappalli. He took initiative in
providing financial assistance, awbulances, furniture etc. to the inmates through our Mewbers and also our Bank.

Comt. Asokan [eads a contented [ife with his wife and a daughter. His danglter, an Engineering graduate is married and [ives in Bangalore
with her husband whois also an Engineer ano tbey havea fow vear old son.

Comt.Asokan, is vetiring from the Bank's service and laying down his office today. His vetivemtent has no doubt created a woid in the
Union and the vemarkable services he rendered for our Members will vewain has [egacy with us for vears to come. His footmints [eft behind
during the course of his long journey will be followed by the younger genevation in true spirit.

our Tiruchivappalli sub-office is conducting a Module Conference at Hotel Ajanta, Near Central Bus Stand, Tiruchivappalli on 13’
July 2014 at 10.00 am. in which Cow. Asokan will be felicitated in recoguition of his services to our Members.

State Banks’ Staﬁ Union (CC) salutes Com. Asokan for tbe weritorious services rendered to our organization and our wembers and
gratefully veminisce his sacrifices during his long tenuve of service. On the day of his vetivement we wish him a long, prosperous, healthy and
happy retived [ife.

His services to our Union anod its Membersbip migbt have cowe to an end but Com. Asokan will continue to render his service to the

humanity and carry on bis journey. Retirement is a journey); not a destination.

(C.M.BASKARAN)
GENERAL SECRETARY

LONG LIVE Com.R.ASOKAN ! LONG LIVE !!
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